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Note of Thanks
Dear Friends,

“Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, At
all the times you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.”
–John Wesley
This is a famous quote from the founder of the United Methodist church and this is a good way to live our lives.
And we believe that is how you of St. John’s are indeed living your lives. Every year you show your love towards us and to
others in our community and 2019 was no different. Sometimes you show your love by things you do or give, but in
2019 you also showed your love a lot of the time by praying. The year started out with Carol unexpectedly going into the
hospital for emergency surgery and you all were there. She was lifted in prayer and those prayers worked! Those pesky
little stones were removed and she got to feeling better right away. And you even told Dennis not to come and preach
that weekend because he needed to be with Carol so you all took care of the service. That was much appreciated! And
there were more prayers for the follow-up surgery a month later. Of course, there were hands-on things like meals being
delivered (and we were very thankful) but the prayers were invaluable.
And then again in August after the traumatic delivery of our new little granddaughter, Madelyn Grace, all of you
knelt down and prayers went up on the behalf of her and her mother. And, praise God, those prayers were heard and
answered! Both of them are doing well and little Madelyn is growing and showing no signs of brain damage! We cannot
thank you enough for all of these prayers and signs of affection for our family.
So, from the bottom of our hearts, we thank each and every one of you for all you have done. As 2020 gets underway, we pray for each of you and your families. But let us never forget to pray for each other—our St. John’s family.
Blessings,
Pastor Dennis and Carol

The Christmas Season
In the church, the Christmas season is a short one but a very important one. It begins on
Christmas Eve and continues until Epiphany on January 6 th. According to the United Methodist
Book of Worship, “Christmas is a season of praise and thanksgiving for the incarnation of God in
Jesus Christ.” The incarnation is when God put on human flesh and became a man.
Epiphany comes from a Greek word which means to “make known” and is the time when
we remember the Wise Men coming to visit the young Jesus. Jesus was made know to them,
and they were not Jews, by way of a star.
Almost certainly, the Wise Men (Magi) were not at the stable with the shepherds, unlike
our Nativity sets portray it. Matthew’s gospel states that the Wise Men went to a house to see
Jesus and describes Jesus as a young child, not a baby.
Regardless, may we make it our task to make Jesus known to all.

Important
Announcement

-

Sun., Dec. 29 we
will only have one
service at 9:30 AM.
That service will be
a Christmas Carol
hymn sing. There
will be no Sunday
school that day.
Come out and enjoy some of your
favorite Christmas
Carols.

UMW News
The following have donated to The United Methodist Children’s Home instead of sending Christmas
cards. A total of $750 was raised.

In the year 2019, we would like to thank everyone
who helped support our mission effort whether baking,
giving donations, helping with projects or prayers. We
could not carry out our good works without your support.
Our fundraisers this year were:

May—Bake sale during the HUB yard sale—$435
July—GVFC Carnival bake sale—3 nights—$1,087 with a
$200 donation to the fire company

Dennis & Carol Adams

Barbara Huepenbeker

Nancy Allen

Wayne & Joanne Isett

Joe Anspach

Bill & Lorna Jewby

Mallory Anspach

Mary & Greg Keister

Betsy & Dan Babik

Pam Kroh

November—Pie Sale—$500
Harvest Home collection—$890 —divided between Pat Nissel’s ministry and the Grantville Food Pantry

Harold Bender

Dale Lebo

Mission projects supported this year were:

Don & Lynn Bivens

Nancy & Jack Lenker

The Cassels

Cynthia Rhoad

Cleon & Dottie Cassel

Janet Sandy

Irene Cioban

Nancy & Larry Shaffer

House of Hope—$400
Pat Nissel—$645
Grantville Food Pantry—$445
Neighborhood Center—$200
Bethesda Mission for Women—$200
Denise Durkay, Dog’s Den—$170

Next year the Christmas card donation project will be
sponsored by the UMW. The dates for donations will be
expanded to November 8,15,22,29 and December 6.
The list of names will be in the bulletin Dec. 13 and 20.
Once again, I thank all of you who donated
St. John's has showed our loving and caring hearts once
again. Blessings to all in 2020.
- - Nancy Allen

**************************

She’s Somebody’s Daughter—$200
Summer Camper—$200
Other activities sponsored by the UMW were: two
Women’s Teas in March and October; Women’s banquet
with the women at Derry Presbyterian Church in April;
Women’s Christmas brunch in December. UMW also led
two worship services this year, Mission Sunday in February featuring Faith Barrett from She’s Somebody’s Daughter speaking on the subject of prostitution and exploitation. Then in November was Harvest Home Sunday with
Pat Nissel speaking about the Harrisburg ministry. There
was also a Second Mile Giving for the ministry.
In conclusion, we invite all women of all ages to
come join us so we can grow in number and in our commitment to God. If you are unable to attend meetings, but
wish to help with projects in 2020, please contact any
UMW member. Your help will be appreciated.
Respectfully submitted,
President—Sue Heitsenrether
Treasurer –Deb Sheaffer
Secretary –Cheryl Wunderlich
Members—Carol Adams, Nancy Allen, Lynn Bivens, Sue
Heitsenrether, Barb Huepenbecker, Christine Light, Janet
Sandy, Nancy Shaffer, Deb Sheaffer, Cheryl Wunderlich
and Dennis Adams

Joe and Mallory Anspach in the holiday spirit

UMM News
Soup & Sub Sale: The United Methodist Men

Willow
Claire Bitner
Frances Chamberlin
Gene Espenshade
Dan Grow
Clarence Hitz
Richard Krick
Janet Martin
Janet Sandy

Diana Anspach
Kevin Bittner
Irene Cioban
Ken Forshey
Lisa Grubb
Judy Hostetter
Barb Lindsay
William Patrick
Joe Scringi

Mike Tonkay
Elias Vizcaino
Elinor Weidner
Tom Wunderlich

Lance Vanderheyden Cindy Vieli
Olivia Walker
Glenn WeaverJody White

Bob Brandt
Ryan Eith
Mary Forshey
Molly Gumpher
Alex Leader
Loretta Lubold
Warren Rhoad
Lisa Siviglia

Military: All those serving home and abroad and their families; Other: Pastor Saffa Jengo & the Kwellu Church in
Sierra Leone, Bria Griffin and her campus ministry, students
and teachers

Family of Carm Lebo
Family of Terry Herr
Family of Bob Sweigart
Family of Janie Freet
Family of Thelma Hostetter
Gavin Roberts
Rich Megonnell
Chad Hensor

You Can Make A Difference

During the month of January we will be collecting Chapstick,
body or hand lotion, tissues for the Grantville Area Food Pantry.
During the month of February we will be collecting shampoo,
deodorant and Band-aids.

Who am I?
I was born into royalty in 907 AD.
I became ruler of Bohemia in 921 AD at the age of 14.
I was known for my care for the poor, even cutting firewood for
orphans and widows, and carrying it to them in the snow.
I was murdered by my brother in 935 AD.
In 1854 John Neale, an Anglican priest, wrote a poem about
me, that has become a favorite Christmas carol.
(Please see the back page for the answer)

have kicked off their Soup & Sub sale and will be
taking orders until Jan. 12 The Soup and Subs
will be able to be picked up on Sat., Jan. 18
10 AM – 12 PM or Jan. 19 after church services. The price is $6 for quart of soup and $6
each for subs.
All proceeds will go to Laura Hertzog who lost her
home to a fire this year. Thank you for your help!

UMM Meeting - The United Methodist Men
meet the third Saturday of every month for
breakfast at 7 AM in the church social . A Bible
study is held prior to breakfast at 6:30 AM. Come
on out and have a great time of Christian fellowship,

Live
Nativity
Thank you to all
those involved in
helping to share
the Good News to
the community
with this year’s
Live Nativity!

Welcome to St. John’s Church Family

Alex is 16 years old and he is an Eagle Scout and scouting has been his life since he joined cub scouts at
age 6. He has earned 117 merit badges so far and has a lifetime achievement award along with being a Vigil Honor
Member of the Order of the Arrow. He is planning to attend college for business administration and management
with a minor in law and real estate. He has a Golden Retriever named Leia.
Ben is 15 years old, an Eagle Scout and has a Lifetime Achievement award and has earned 110 merit badges. He plans on living in a van and seeing the country and then would like to sail around the world. He has a Shetland Sheep dog named Skyler.
Sarah is 13 and is in both Girl Scouts and Scouts BSA. She has earned her Silver Award in Girl Scouts and is
planning to work on her Gold Award and the rank of Eagle Scout in the upcoming years. She has a tuxedo cat we rescued named Sweetie.
Michele is 51 and has been married to Trevor for 22 years and has 3 children. She is heavily involved in
scouting as a Girl Scout Leader and now as a Scoutmaster for Scouts BSA.
We are blessed to attend St. John's and to have found a church that treats us like family. (Left to right: Alex,
Ben, Sarah, Michele)

———————————————————————————————————————————
My name is Eleanor (Ellie) Smith. Ken and I live in Palmyra. Between us we
have 5 children, 11 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren.
I grew up in the Grantville area, married my late husband in 1959. We were
blessed with 2 children, a boy and a girl. We lived in the Grantville area until 1971.
While there we attended the United Church of Christ. Between 1971 and 1995 we
moved several times. We lived in the New Cumberland area for 19 years. We settled
in Mount Joy where we lived for 22 years. We were members of Cross Road Brethren in Christ Church. After my husbands passing I remained in Mount Joy.
Ken and I married in April of 2018. We moved to Palmyra in June of 2019.
My passions are gardening, flowers, decorating and keeping our home beautiful.
I am excited to be a member of St. John's Methodist Church and how I will fit
into GOD's plan for me here. I appreciate Pastor Dennis, Carol and the congregation
for reaching out to me and making me feel loved and welcome.
My prayer is that GOD will continue to grow and bless St. John's church and
people will know their MISSION is that people may know JESUS and grow in GOD.

Answer: Good King Wenceslas I

