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Pastor’s Note
St. John’s impacts near and far

I continue to be amazed at the impact St. John’s has not only on the people who attend St. John’s but even for
those who do not live around here. When I visited our sister church in Kwellu, Sierra Leone, it was exciting to visit a
United Methodist Church so far from home. And to meet the pastor we were helping to support through the Sierra
Leone Initiative. In the pictures below you will see a photo of me with the pastor from Kwellu as well as children you fed
with a special meal the day we were there.

But there are times when we don’t even know the impact that we may have. At the HUB Yard Sale at the end of
May, a woman came up to Carol (my wife) and told her that she had received a pocket prayer shawl while she was
receiving radiation for cancer. She pulled it out of her purse and it was from our church. She said it meant so much to
her and had helped her through her treatments, and she wanted to come to thank our church.
We are certainly making a difference in the lives of people around the world and around the corner. So, when
the Spirit tells you to do something for someone else, whether it is a big deal like going to Africa or something small like
handing out a pocket prayer shawl, let’s do it because it may have a much larger effect than we could ever imagine.

But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and
understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.
Matthew 13:23

UMM News

Steve Barto
Frances Chamberlin
Gloria Coldwell
Ryan Eith
Mary Forshey
Dan Grow
LaDonna Hoffman
Kawich Family
Debbie Leeper
Loretta Lubold
Alex Moyer
Lisha Robertson
Marlene Swigert
Cindy Vieli
Willow
Tiffany Zimmerman

Alice Darrel
Gene Espenshade
Janie Freet
Molly Gumpher
Clarence Hitz
Jackson Kuhns
Barb Lindsay
Allen McCoy
Pastor Brian Moyer
Nancy Schubauer
Lance Vanderheyden
Tori Vizcaino
Angelica Zander
Jacquie Zona

Bob Brandt
Irene Cioban
Charlie Dimon
Ken Forshey
Jeff Greene
Linda Haugh
Dave Hull
Cliff Kreiser
Barry Lubic
Virginia Miller
Warren Rhoad
Patricia Sherwin
George Welsh
Jody White

Military: All those serving home and abroad and their families; Jo
Kuhn’s nephew on SEAL Team, Chad Hensor
Other: Pastor Saffa Jengo & the Kwellu Church in Sierra Leone,
Bria Griffin and her campus ministry, students and teachers
Mallory Anspach
Trevor Anspach & Family
Todd Sherwin
Gavin Roberts
Family of Lynn Andrews
Family of Rochelle Kleinfelter

The United Methodist Men
meet the third Saturday of each
month at 7 AM in the church social
hall. There is a Men’s Bible study at
6:30 am and then at 7:00 am there is
the men’s breakfast. Come on out
and join us for a wonderful morning of
Christian fellowship and good food.
The upcoming meetings are set for
July 20 and August 17. See you there.

UMW News
UMW Bake Sale at the GVFC

The UMW will be having their
annual bake sale again this year at
the Grantville Volunteer Fireman's
carnival July 25, 26, and 27. If you
would like to donate
baked goods for the
sale, we would appreciate them. Also,
if you would like to
help out any of those
nights, please see
any member of the
UMW.
Your support in our fundraisers
is greatly appreciated.
The next UMW meeting is
scheduled for Sat., July 6 at 9 AM at
the church.

Reflecting on our faith at the movies: Summer 2019
(A UMC.org feature by Joe Iovino)

Sitting in a movie theater can be a great escape from the routine (and heat) of summer.
The stories told on the big screen are sometimes rich with imagery and themes that can help
United Methodists reflect on our faith.
In the original, animated film, Aladdin is called “a diamond in the rough.” He’s an unlikely hero,
who is given an opportunity to grow beyond his life’s circumstances.
In the Bible, we read of another “diamond in the rough.” When God sends Samuel to Bethlehem to
anoint the next king of Israel, David is an unlikely candidate. In 1 Samuel 16:1-13, we read that while he
is out tending the family’s sheep, his dad Jesse calls each of David’s seven brothers to stand before the
priest.
Samuel is impressed with each of the boys. Any one of them looks like he might be the next
ruler of Israel. But God tells Samuel, “The Lord hasn’t chosen this one,” as each of the brothers comes
forward. Finally, Jesse sends someone to bring David in from the field. Although he’s a bit of an afterthought, God tells Samuel, “That’s the one.”
What similarities and differences do you see in David and Aladdin’s stories? In David’s story, we read, “God doesn’t look at
things like humans do. Humans see only what is visible to the eyes, but the Lord sees into the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7 CEB). What
does that say about God? About you? What does God see in you that you struggle to see in yourself?

St. John’s Financial Report – May 2019
The chart below is a condensed version of the Financial Report for May 2019.
A complete report of the most recent financial statement is always posted in the
south narthex. If you are ever interested in seeing a copy of any month’s report
please let Pastor Dennis or myself know. Giving for the first five months trails
the prior year by $1,422 and total receipts are $426 lower. As a reminder electronic giving options exist and sign up for that program can be accessed through
the church’s website. As always be in prayer for our church’s spiritual as well as
financial health and for Pastor Dennis and his family and the church itself in your
daily devotions. Thank you.
George Kline
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Mission Central’s “Quarterly” Challenge
You have probably noticed the 5-gallon bucket at the back of the sanctuary. This bucket is from Mission Central and it is our challenge to fill it as full as we
can by the end of September. Mission Central is continuing to try to pay off their
mortgage so that all of the money they receive will go completely to helping those in
need. Every little quarter, dime, nickel, or penny helps so please help Mission Central by putting your spare change in the bucket. Of course, donations of any
amount are welcome.

Meet our Newest Member
Larry Shaffer, husband of Nancy Shaffer for over 51
years, graduated from Susquehanna University with a degree
in accounting. He worked for AMP Incorporated for 34 years
and retired as the accounting manager of facilities services.
His hobbies include photography, woodworking and
racing sports cars. “I just retired from racing cars this June
when I drove my last race at the Hershey Hillclimb. That is
where I started my racing back in 1965.” Larry was an active
member of the 29th street UMC in Harrisburg for over 51
years. He was a Sunday School teacher for 40 years (and
have been assisting Janet Kline with her Sunday School class
here). He was also a member and chair of the Finance Committee, Staff Parish Committee, member of the Board of Trustees, sound technician and lector until the 29th Street
Church closed. “Now I am looking forward to serving St Johns
in any way I am needed.”
Also welcome to Michele, Alex, Ben and Sarah LaVerdiere.
They will be featured in the Sept./Oct. newsletter.

Kid’s Free Carnival and VBS
The Kid’s Free Carnival will be held Sat., July 13 the day
before Vacation Bible School kicks off. The Carnival is set from
10 AM to 2 PM in the church parking lot. Helpers are needed
for the crafts, games, food, set-up, and tear down. We especially
need helpers to face paint. You do not have to be an artist to
draw on faces. If you can help out in any of these areas, please
sign up on the sheet located in the north narthex
(closet door). Canopy
tents are also needed. As
always, we would not be
able to put this event on for the community without your support. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Heitsenrether 717- 469-0027.
The Armor of God VBS will begin Sunday, July 14 and continue through July 18 from 6-8 PM each evening. Several drill sergeants are needed for this fun-filled week.
If you are interested in joining in on the fun please contact Mary
Forshey 717-623-0833.

