St. John’s
United Methodist Church

Pastor’s Note

Using Social Media to Spread the Good News

This Easter in church I was doing Children’s Time during the early service and we were talking about how Easter is good
news and we need to share it. So trying to be and act tech savvy I went to our Facebook page from my smart phone and
typed in “He is Risen!!!” I then hit ‘share’ to send my message to the world (at least to those who like our Facebook
page.)
When I went to do the same thing at the late service I noticed something funny. It didn’t look like the message I
typed in the first service was sent. And actually it wasn’t. But with the help of a Millennial at the second service
(Thanks Jesse) we really did send it the second time.
Why do I tell you this? Because I am not very good with all of this new social media. I am on Facebook but I
don’t Tweet, Snapshot or Instagram or anything like that. I do believe that the best communication is face to face or at
least ear to ear. But I also believe that we can use these methods to reach more people with our music and message.
So I want to urge everyone who has a computer to do two things.
1) Go to Facebook and look up “St. John’s United Methodist Church” and ‘like’ us, and
2) Go to Youtube and search “St. John’s UMC, Grantville, PA” and subscribe to our channel.
This will keep you updated on what is going on with the church when you cannot be there. And if you do not
know how to do either of those things I mentioned, you may want to ask your child or grandchild, I am sure they can
help you out. ☺
- - Pastor Dennis

The Judicial council of the United Methodist Church met
from April 23-26 to rule on the constitutionality of all of the
provisions of the recent General Conference decision.
Since the conclusion of this important gathering was a little
late to be included in this newsletter, there will be a special insert in your bulletin on May 5th.
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Cadette Troop 11018 in action

Save the Date
The Kids Free Carnival
will be held
Saturday, July 13.
UMM News

The United Methodist Men meet
the third Saturday of each month at 7 AM
in the church social hall. There is a Men’s
Bible study at 6:30 am and then at 7:00
am there is the men’s breakfast. Come
on out and join us for a wonderful morning of Christian fellowship and good food.
The upcoming meetings are set for May
18 and June 15 See you there.

You Can Make
A Difference

We will be collecting the following items
for the Grantville food pantry
May—disposable razors for men or women
June—small bottles of ketchup and mustard

Cadette Troop 11018 found out from Carol Adams that some girls in Africa don't have the necessary items for
girls their age to deal with the menstrual cycle. Girls there cannot go to school during that time of the month as they are
ridiculed.
So they decided that they wanted to help. With help from Carol Adams, they got the pattern and material and
started to find people to help them sew these reusable sanitary napkins.
Over their Christmas break they cut out the patterns and passed them off to Joann Isett and Cindy Shutt to help sew
them. Recently, we got together and made kits for the girls that would receive them. We pray that they will help the
girls in Africa and know that they have sisters that are Girl Scouts that care about them.

Mission Project Update
To the good people of St. John’s—
Last summer and early fall, I told you of a project to collect school supplies to be sent to our sister
church in Kwellu, Sierra Leone. And all of you started bringing in tons of supplies. We did this project because when Dennis went there in February, 2018, he learned of a container that was going to be sent
over there with a tractor on it so we were told we could add our boxes of school supplies to that shipment.
By the time the tractor was ready to be sent, we were then told that the rules for sending shipments had changed and we could no longer “mix” what was in a shipment. Therefore, the tractor went to
Sierra Leone and our boxes of school supplies did not. You probably thought they had been sent because
they disappeared from the church. They were moved to the Annex House garage because they were taking up space in the church but that is where they have been all this time. I have been trying to pursue
other ways to get them to Sierra Leone. Several other mission agencies were contacted all to no avail
(thank you Ashley Koons for your help in this). We finally talked to Pastor Jeff to see if he had any advice
and he said that it costs $10,000 to send a container to Sierra Leone (and we don’t have enough to fill a
container anyway) and now with a new President in Sierra Leone, it costs another $10,000 to unload the
container once it gets there. We certainly don’t have $20,000 to spend on this. The next problem would
be getting all 16 boxes all the way to Kwellu, which is down either dirt or muddy roads (depending on the
season).
So after hearing this information, Dennis and I realized that this project was not going to happen
and maybe God had other plans for it. What we can do is send money from the HUB account to them so
they can buy supplies for themselves. They probably won’t be able to get the same quality of items we
were sending them, but at least it will be something. So, now what happens to all those supplies all of
you so graciously donated? It is all being donated to Mission Central and will go to children either in the
United States or around the world—wherever there is a need. Mission Central had given us 500 cloth
bags for this project, so now they will go back to them. At their meeting on the evening of Palm Sunday,
the YABS/Unami packed 141 activity kits (the new Mission Central name for them). We then boxed up
the remaining supplies and the next day Dennis and I drove all of it to Mission Central. As I said, there is
always a need for activity kits, so they will be put to a good use. I still have a box of things that were for
the teachers in Kwellu and we hope to be able to find a way to get this to them. Again, I thank all of you
for your generosity in donating so many supplies and I am sorry that this project did not turn out as we
had planned.
Sincerely,
Carol Adams

Annual HUB Yard Sale

& Bake Sale
May 24 & 25

The Annual HUB Yard Sale will take place Fri., May 24 and Sat., May 25 in
the church basement and parking lot. We will be open from 7 AM until ? If
you have items to donate please contact Carol Adams.
Also, the United Methodist Women will be having a bake sale during
these same times. So please come out and help support the Grantville Area
Ministry HUB and the United Methodist Women.

Meet our Newest Members

John Heitsenrether, left, retired five years ago, after 20 years with
ABF Trucking Company. He is a member of the United Methodist Men
and the Board of Trustees. In 2019, he was elected chair. In his
spare time he likes to fish, read and do projects around the house
and church.

Troy Sherwin, below, was fortunate in life to have been raised in
faith and began his Christian journey in his hometown of
Punxsutawney, PA where he attended SSCD Roman Catholic
throughout his childhood including confirmation in the late 70s. Like
many of us, ones faith is a personal journey with periods of plateaus
and periods of growth. Having
a solid foundation, Troy returned to his faith in an outward way when he started visiting the Harrisburg area and
attending St. John’s. Years later Troy participated in countless mission projects at Wesley Forest and locally in both the Grantville and
Harrisburg areas. In 2006 Troy and Marti were married in their home
town and Troy has remained steadfast in volunteering and serving on
various committees. Troy has said many times that he has gained an
even better understanding of his purpose and faith through fellowship
with our congregation while serving others together and by studying
the Bible with his Sunday school class. His family is grateful to be a
part of his faith journey. Troy and Marti have a combination of 6 children and soon to be 6 grandchildren. Troy served in the US Marines
during Operation Desert Storm, and recently retired after 27 years
with the PA State Police. Troy is still helping law enforcement in his
current job as a computer program manager in the private sector.

United Methodist Women

On March 31st, the UMW held their first afternoon tea for the women of the church.
The social hall was made into a comfortable living room. We had china tea cups with
a variety of teas and finger foods. We spent the afternoon catching up on everyone’s
lives, laughing and enjoying the fellowship.

Bake Sale
The United
Methodist Women will
be holding a bake sale
during the HUB yard
sale on Fri., May 24 and
Sat., May 25. We will be
looking for all those
yummy baked goods
that are generously donated each year. Thank
you for your support.

Reminder
The next UMW
meeting has been rescheduled for May 11 at
9 AM.

