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Note of Thanks
Dear Friends,
It is the time of year when we again want to let you know how much you mean to us. You support us in so many ways all
year long and we are grateful for each of you. First of all this year, you were supportive of Dennis’ mission trip to Sierra
Leone and made sure I was okay while he was away. Many of you gave him items to take to give to the people there.
Our church also sent money with Dennis to pay for a meal for the village of Kwellu (where our sister church is located)
and left money so the church there could buy new Bibles and hymnals. Now we are getting ready to send money to help
in the building of their new church building. During the summer, many of you sent notes to Dennis to help him celebrate
his 20 years of ministry. When we started collecting school supplies to send to our sister church, items started pouring
in and we ended up with 16 boxes of supplies! We are still trying to find a way to get it to Sierra Leone (since the promised way fell through) so we continue to need your prayers for this shipment. And this fall, everyone was excited to finally
get to meet our nephew Alex when he came to give his testimony. You supported him in prayer for 2 years and we thank
you for that. But then on that fateful day, you grieved with us when we found out that we had lost Alex. So many of you
sent cards and notes to tell us how much he meant to you too. And we thank you for the monetary donations you made
so that a large donation was sent to Teen Challenge of Cleveland in Alex’s name. We were so surprised that you did that!
Our whole family is very grateful to all of you. As we said, these are just some of the ways you have shown your love for
us and from the bottom of our hearts, we say thank you. Blessings to each of you as we start another new year together.
Blessings,
Pastor Dennis and Carol

Why do we celebrate Christmas on December 25th?
The Scriptures do not tell us at what time of year Jesus was born, but we have good reason to think it was not
December. First of all, the shepherds would probably not be out in the fields during the colder December nights, and
secondly the census described in Scripture (Luke 2:1) would probably not take place in December. Though they don’t
have a great deal of snow in the Holy Land, December is in the middle of the rainy season and not a very good time to
travel, as required by the census. Therefore, Jesus was probably born sometime in late Spring or early Autumn.
So why do we celebrate Christmas on December 25 th? Actually, the early church was more interested in celebrating the resurrection of Jesus than his birth. Therefore, it was not a big holiday in the early church. The first time we
have a record of Christmas being celebrated on December 25th was in 336 AD. This was under the Roman Emperor Constantine who liked Christians and may have become one himself. But why choose December 25th?
An early tradition states that the angel’s announcement to Mary took place on March 25 th. Hence, 9 months later would be December 25th. But more likely is the fact that the Roman pagan ceremony of Saturnalias took place at that
time of that year. Saturnalias was a celebration of the god Saturn who defeated darkness and death. The celebration
took place late in December as Saturn’s victory was seen as the amount of daylight began increasing after the Winter
solstice. It is possible that Constantine choose this time as a counter to the Saturnalias festival. And after all, since that
is the time of the year when the days do start to get longer, perhaps it is appropriate that we celebrate the True Light
coming into the world at just the point of the year where it has been darkest.

United Methodist Women Year in Review
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.
1 Peter 4:10 Each one should use whatever gift has been received, to serve others, faithfully administering
God's grace in it's various forms.
During our meetings we open with scripture and prayer, learn about the world and discuss ways to help others. We pray for our sick and all that need the Lord's help.
We meet in March, April, July, September and November in the church social hall, a Saturday, at 9 AM.
November we decide the next years activities. December we have a Christmas Fellowship Brunch inviting all the
women of the church. Also, a short meeting which includes installation of officers for the new year. February we do
Mission Sunday service and November Harvest Home Sunday. In April and October we meet at the HUB and put
together kits that are used at home and abroad. Gave $50 donation for the UMW Legacy fund which supports
UMW for the future.

The UMW monies are obtained by fundraisers/services throughout the calendar year:
ay- Bake sale during The Hub's yard sale-$500. July: Hershey Road Family Restaurant-$356 and Grantville Volunteer
Fire Company (GVFC) Carnival bake sale- 3 nights-$931.50. October-homemade pie sale-$ 524.00; November Harvest Home-$1,057.82. Others- Donations from members of the congregation, Searchers Sunday School Class$ 250; Men's group-$100; Serving funeral meals.
In May we have a women's banquet. This is a time for fellowship with friends and family. This is not a fundraiser and no mission money is used. The cost of the tickets pays for the banquet. We will again have this at
Derry Presbyterian, Hershey on April 27, 2019. We have programs two times a year during meetings. Also attend
district and Susquehanna conference meetings.
This year, we have supported the following;
House of Hope- Home for troubled teenage girls and their families,$800 In the future they wish to do the
same for teenage boys. This is an annual commitment.
Father's Day-Hershey chocolate bars. (we had discussed doing something else, but most men wanted the
chocolate). Donation to GVFC-$ 150. Donated 3 turkeys to Jo Kuhns for the track Thanksgiving dinner.
Harvest Home Offering-$ 300 to Sondra Spotts, speaker both services. $ 200 to Jo Koons, Prison Ministry,
$300 to Pat Nissle, Harrisburg Street Ministry
We have met our commitment with the district UMW, $ 520. November- World Thanks Offering is money
each woman saves during the year and goes directly to the district in support of Missions-Required of each district
unit, $ 150. Summer camp-$250.
New for this year, $250 to "She is Somebody's Daughter", a local organization, which began in 2013 as an
awareness initiative regarding the issue of pornography and sexual exploitation. They visit women at their job sites.

UMW wishes to THANK EVERYONE that helped us through the year by baking, giving donations, helping with
projects, and prayers. The numbers show we could not do "good works" without your support!!
We invite women of all ages to join us. We need to grow in members, strength, and commitment to serve God.
If you are unable to attend meetings but wish to help with projects in 2019, please contact any UMW member. Your help will be much appreciated!
Respectfully submitted, Nancy Allen, President
2019 OFFICERS-- President-Sue Heitsenrether, Treasurer- Deb Sheaffer, Secretary-Cheryl Wunderlich
Members-Carol Adams, Nancy Allen, Lynn Bivens, Sue Heitsenrether, Barb Huepenbecker, Barb Lindsay, Christine
Light, Janet Sandy, Nancy Shaffer, Deb Sheaffer, Cheryl Wunderich, and Dennis Adams.
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Military: Daultyn Kline, All those serving home and
abroad and their families; Jo Kuhn’s nephew on SEAL
Team
Other: Pastor Saffa Jengo & the Kwellu Church in Sierra Leone, Bria Griffin and her campus ministry, students
and teachers, Family of Betty Kuhn, Mallory Anspach
Todd Sherwin

You Can Make A Difference
During the month of January we will be collecting chapstick
and skin lotion for the Grantville Area Food Pantry. During

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Thank you for your very generous gift to the RTCA
-Central Pennsylvania Chaplaincy here at Penn National.
We are very grateful for your investment in this
ministry enabling us to reach the men, women, and children affiliated with the horse racing industry here in Central Pennsylvania. The financial gift you graciously donated will be used for our general funds which enables us
to provide face-to-face ministry with the horseman and
their families.
Daily morning intercom devotions, barn rounds,
and opportunities to encourage and pray with workers
are ministry anchor points. On a weekly basis we offer a
hot meal, chapel services and a devotion with jockeys
and valets and a shopping trip to stores, bank and post
office for those without vehicles.
In addition, during times of crisis we provide
home and hospital visitation, pastoral counseling, memorial services and funerals, food bank and food box
distributions, transportation to medical and dental appointments, help with finding rehabilitation programs, as
well as helping workers apply for medical assistance
through our Social Services ministry.
Our general fund also enables us to distribute
Christian literature, provide holiday worship events, summer family sports nights with gospel object lessons and
clean and maintain the chapel and activity building as
well as the chaplaincy van.
All of these expressions of compassion and service are carried out with the desire to see the workers
come into a growing faith relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ who offers the hope which is eternal.
Yours for His Kingdom,
Keith Hunter, Chaplain

Concert for a Cause
The Fourth Annual Concert for a
Cause, a concert presented by several
local talented musicians raised $1,787
for the Grantville Area Food Pantry.
Thank you to the Concert Committee,
Congregational Care and Outreach Committee and all those who attended the
concert to aid our neighbors in need. The
Food Pantry is located at Faith United
Church of Christ and is open for clients to
shop on Thursday 6-8 PM and Friday
10AM-noon. Volunteers are needed
Wednesday mornings to restock shelves
from 8:30-10. Faith UCC 717-469-2444

United Methodist Men
The UMM will be having a soup and sub sale in the middle of February. Keep watch for future information in the
bulletin, or if interested in placing an order in January contact Randy Weaver 717.274.2284.
The men meet the 3rd Saturday of every month starting with a Bible study at 6:30 AM followed by the men’s
breakfast at 7 AM. Come and join for Bible study, breakfast or both!

Featured left: On Sat., Dec. 15 the
UMM went to the Paxton Ministries
and served a meal of hamburger
BBQ, potato salad, pickles and
dessert.
Paxton Ministries is a Christcentered nonprofit organization
providing affordable housing and
support services to adults in need,
many of whom are challenged with
poverty, mental illness, or intellectual disabilities.

Above:
A salute and
thank you to
all veterans.
A Veterans
Day Breakfast was
served that
morning as a
special thank
you to our
veterans at
St. John’s.
About 80
people attended the
breakfast.

Above: Pastor Dennis and Carol helped process the
gift-filled shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child
at the processing center in Columbia, MD. Boxes
processed that day were headed to Honduras.
Left: St. John’s Angel Tree - Angels in memory of
loved ones decorate the tree in the north narthex.
Proceeds from the Angel Tree will be donated to
the UM Children’s Home.

