St. John’s
United Methodist Church

Pastor’s Note

As I write this, Carol and I are within two weeks of leaving for vacation at the beach in North Carolina. It is a time
I am looking forward to for rest and relaxation. But the truth be told I am not the best of persons on vacation: I check
my e-mail at least once a day and will probably do a little work related to some of those e-mails that come in. I have a
problem many of us have, the inability to truly relax.
And yet, we are commanded by God to do just that. The Fourth Commandment is to “remember the Sabbath
day by keeping it holy.” (Exodus 20:8) In the Old Testament God set a rhythm of work and rest based on what he did
when he created the world (See Genesis 2:2-3).
But some might think that Jesus downplayed the Sabbath by working to heal on the Sabbath (See Matthew 12:9
-14) and urging those who needed to rescue their animals on the Sabbath to do so. But Jesus was in reality just restoring Sabbath to its original purpose. The Pharisees and teachers of the law had added so many rules to the Sabbath, to
make sure that the people did not work, that people had to worry all Sabbath long about keeping them, and often would
worry about breaking them, and they were feeling suffocated. Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for
the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27)
Eugene Peterson in his book, “Working the Angles” states that on the Sabbath we are to “pray” spend time with
and worshipping God, and to “play” spend time on what we enjoy and want to do. I don’t see mowing the lawn in play
time, unless of course it is one of your favorite things to do.
I still have a long way to go to learn to truly relax, but with God’s help may I spend my Sabbaths, as well as my
vacation, praying and playing, will you?
- - Pastor Dennis

An invitation for United Methodist laity
and clergy. Sessions include opening devotions by the District Superintendent, a briefing on the Commission of a Way Forward
report and time for Q& A.
Saturday, September 29
9:30-noon
Harrisburg District Camp Hill UMC
417 S. 22nd St., Camp Hill 17011

Church Picnic, “Freedom”
The church picnic is scheduled for Sun., Sept. 23
at the Grantville fireman carnival grounds with a worship
service starting at 10:15 AM . There will be an early service at 7:45 AM in the church sanctuary for those who
would like to attend that. We will have lunch immediately
following the church service at the carnival grounds.
The meal will be provided with your choice of
steak or chicken. Please sign up in the north narthex with
your selections for each family member.
The deadline for sign ups is Sun., Sept. 16. Each
family is asked to bring a dessert to share. Come on out
and have a great time!

UMW News

Next United Methodist Women
meeting is Sat., Sept. 8 at 9 AM. It will
be in the social hall. Ladies of all ages
are welcome.
Natalie Baker
Stephen Babik
Cheryl Beachler
Bob Brandt
Pat Cavanaught
Tracy Christoffer
Gloria Coldwell
Alice Darrel
Karen Elliott
Ken Forshey
Reba Gerard
Jerry Goshorn
Dan Grow
Dixie Grubb
Molly Gumpher
Jamie Hamm
Linda Haugh
Kathy Heckman
Wanda Herrold
Lori Hull
Glenn Hulse
Donna Katzmire
Kawich Family
Albert Kriner
Betty Kuhn
John Lindsey
Richard Miller
Marissa
Jim Moren
Pastor Brian Moyer
Warren Rhoad
Lisha Robertson
Cynthia Rhoad
Janet Sandy
Glen Shaffer
Larry Shaffer
Marti Sherwin
Emily Soghomonian
Gene Stum
John Walmer
Barry Weaver
Jody White
Bill Whitehaus
Willow
Barbara Wolf
Tiffany Zimmerman
Military: Daultyn Kline, All those serving home and abroad and their
families
Other: Pastor Saffa Jengo & the Kwellu Church in Sierra Leone, Bria
Griffin and her campus ministry, students and teachers
Alex Adams
Mallory Anspach
Todd Sherwin
Immigrant children
Fred Forbes
Bradford Family
The Buse Family
Victims of abuse in Catholic Church

Grandparents
Breakfast

UMW will be having a home made pie
fundraiser in October.
Watch the bulletin for
more information.

UMM News

The United Methodist Men meet
the third Saturday of each month at 7
AM in the church social hall. Prior to the
breakfast meeting, there is a Men’s Bible study at 6:30 AM . Come on out and
join us for a wonderful morning of Christian fellowship and good food.
The upcoming meetings are set for Sept.
15 and Oct. 20. See you there.

Nominations
Committee

The nominations committee is
already looking towards 2019. If you
currently hold a position in the church
and feel no longer called to that position, please let Pastor Dennis know.

You Can Make
a Difference

Sun., Sept. 9 at 9 AM
(during the Sunday School
hour). Bring your grandchild or
grandchildren to the breakfast in
honor of Grandparents Day. Sign
up sheet is in the north narthex on

We will be collecting the following for

the Food Pantry Sept.— Shampoo & Deodorant, Oct. - Soap

the closet door.

Senior Luncheon

Seniors age 60 and up mark your
calendars now for this year’s Senior
Luncheon. It will be held Sat., Oct.
13. More information to come.

The Penn National
Chaplaincy will be having a
silent auction with their fund raising
banquet on Oct. 12. Anyone who
would like to make a theme basket or
donate an item to be used for the silent auction please contact Jo Kuhns
or call 717-320-4444 with any questions.

2018-19 Bible Study Series
Master's Life
begins Sept.18 at 1:30 & 7 PM.
To receive a workbook you must
sign up by Sept. 9. A sign up
sheet and more information are
in the church north narthax. For
more information or
questions please contact
Dale Lebo 717-425-0610

Choir Director Needed
- St. John’s is in search of a
part-time choir director.
Duties include: choosing music
for anthems, leading choir practice and conducting the choir
Sunday mornings and special
services. If you are interested or
know of someone that may be,
please contact Troy Sherwin or
Pastor Dennis.

Did You Know ?
Everyone knows that Mission Central makes different types
of kits that go across the United States and even the world to fulfill
the needs of people.
But Mission Central does much more than that. They continuously collect old computers, printers, etc. that are “recycled”
and used to help people who need them around the world.
They also collect new and gently used shoes that go to help
people in developing nations who want to be micro-entrepreneurs
by selling the shoes.
They also partner with Project C.U.R.E. by collecting and
distributing medical supplies and equipment. If you have medical
equipment that you no longer need, please donate it so it can help
someone else. And if you are in need of medical equipment, let
Carol Adams know and she will check to see if they have what you
need at Mission Central. Actually if you have any of these items to
donate, just talk to Carol and she will help you out.

And from now until the end
of September, Mission
Central is trying to fill up a
5-gallon bucket with coins
to help reduce the debt
they owe on their mortgage. So if you have any
spare change, just put it in
the box at the back of the
church and we will make
sure it gets to Mission
Central!
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Photos: Top right: Father’s Day altar display in celebration of fathers. The Weidner Family at Londonderry
Village on a Sunday afternoon for “Scripture and Song”. Our Furry Friends: Honorary member with his
mother at one of our past Congregational Care/Outreach meetings and Blessing of Pets at St. John’s.

