St. John’s
United Methodist Church
Our Mission: That all may know Jesus and grow in God November/December 2017

Pastor’s Notes:

What a blessing it is to live in Central Pennsylvania! God has given us some beautiful weather recently, and as I
write this some of the leaves are beginning to change and are adding to the beauty and splendor of the season. As our
sign, by the road, rightly says, “Autumn… the year’s last, loveliest smile.” We can get severe weather but the likelihood of
severe hurricanes or tornadoes is low (though not zero, just ask the people of Campbelltown.) And earthquakes, when
they do occur, are not very strong.
But many people live in places where this is not necessarily the case. We have recently seen Hurricanes strike
Texas, Florida, Puerto Rico and the Caribbean. And a devastating earthquake strike central Mexico. Many of those images of trees blowing over in the wind or of buildings in heaps of rubble remain with us even now.
But whenever, there is a disaster there is an opportunity for God’s people to respond. And as part of God’s family
you have responded in a remarkable way. We collected donations to support disaster relief efforts and you generously
gave around $1,200. This is money that will be used to provide temporary shelter and food, to help tear down what
needs to be torn down and to rebuild anew. It is a generous thing but not necessarily a natural thing. The natural thing
to do is hold onto what we have in case someday we might need to provide for ourselves. But God’s people are to be a
giving people and let me tell you a few reasons why.
1) It is God’s way of providing for others. In Acts 4 Barnabas sells some land he owns to give it to those in the
church who were in need. (see Acts 4:32-37) God asks us to be generous to help others. And besides it just feels good
to be able to help someone else.
2) Glorifies God “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through
us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” (2 Cor 9:11) Because God has given to us we give and as we give
in His name he is glorified; our highest goal.
3) We benefit. “Remember this whoever sows [gives] sparingly will also reap [receive] sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously.” Do you want to be wealthy in the things of God, then be a generous giver.
As I have witnessed over and over again you are already a generous people, I just wanted to give us all this reminder so we may become more generous and there reap more and more from God.
God Bless,
Pastor Dennis

Veterans Day Breakfast and special worship schedule Sun., Nov. 12
All are invited to celebrate our veterans at a special breakfast on Sun. Nov. 12 at 8:30 am – 9:45 AM. Breakfast will be served in the social hall for all. If you are interested in joining us please make sure that you sign up in the
north narthex on the poster at the top of the steps. Our veterans will be honored during that morning’s worship service
which will be at 10 AM. There will be only one service that day. Following the 10AM service, St. John’s church conference will be held at the church.

St. John’s UMC Church Conference, Sun., Nov. 12
At St. John’s UMC - 10:45 AM
One worship service at 10 AM

Executive Team meeting

All Saints Sunday, Nov. 5

A small group from St. John’s has
been meeting over the last several months.
Though it is called the Executive Team
(mostly for lack of a better title) it has no
true authority in the church. The purpose of
the group is to look at the Mission Statement of the church and see whether this
still fits our current context. As of this point
we believe that it does, that the mission of
St. John’s is and should be “That all may
know Jesus and grow in God.”
Once we are confident in the mission statement we will move from there to
determine how we can ensure that we are
meeting the mission statement. We do not
want to spend a great amount of time and
energy on doing things that do not relate to
our mission. And finally we want to consider how to measure our success in meeting
the mission statement. We can’t tell if we
need to make corrections if we don’t measure the important things.
If you have any more questions
about the Executive Team talk to any of its
members: Pastor Dennis, George Kline,
Ashley Koons, and Chris Hitz (Coach).

We will honor the saints who have passed on from us at
both Sunday worship services. If you have a loved one you
would like to remember on this Sunday please contact the
church office, 469-7181 by Nov. 1.

Update on Financial
Peace University
Class #2
The participants in the St. Johns
UMC Financial Peace University Class #2
have graduated with flying colors!! We had
7 new participants in this class, and several
members of Class #1 attended various classes as refreshers for them.
At the end of the 9-week class period, participants paid off debt of $5,840,
saved an additional $5,813 and cut up 13
credit cards!! If they can do this in 9 weeks,
let’s see what they can do after a year!!
Congratulations to each FPU graduate!!

Decorating the Church
We will decorate the church for the
Advent Season on Fri., Nov. 24 Starting
time will be 4 PM with the hot dog bar at 5
PM followed by a movie. Movie will be announced at a later date. All are welcome.
Come for part or all of the evening.

CCO Update and Important Dates
Congregational Care
and Outreach has been busy
the last couple of months.
We celebrated Grandparents Day with a breakfast.
About 30 people attended.
Everyone had a really good
time. Thanks to all of those
who helped. Also we had the
church picnic with a great
luncheon provided by CCO and a theme that could make all your
dreams come true. It was great to see about 100 people come out
for that event. It was even more blessed to have our worship service
prior to it. In the beginning of October the Senior Luncheon was
held with about 50 people attending. Trick or Treat night that will be
on Halloween with the handing out of free hotdogs to all those that
are in Chesapeake and a small treat this year.
Some upcoming events are Concert for a Cause, to benefit
the Grantville Food Pantry, the Live Nativity to be held at Fabe’s Corner again this year. Veterans Day will be observed this year with a
few special additions to the service. There will be a “Memory Tree”
again this year with a new and different angel. Also on November
24th there will be decorating of the church for the Advent Season
(hotdog bar again and a movie immediately following)
We hope that you will all have a very “Merry Christmas” and
a “Happy New Year.” May God bless you and keep you now and
throughout the new year.
Congregational Care and Outreach

Your Opportunity to Serve
Wanted: Nursery/Children’s Teacher (s). Could be full time
or split between two people. The format is a lesson video, hand
outs, snack and a craft.
Wanted: an aide to assist with older children or nursery age
depending on the craft. This opportunity could be full time or split
between two people. If you are interested or have any questions
please see Sue Heitsenrether

Feast In Praise
“The Holidays” are quickly approaching and our minds
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Sinful Saltines
40 saltines (do not use unsalted)

1 cup butter
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turn to the “goodies” we will serve to guests at our
celebrations. We all have those old tried and true family favorites, but once in a while it’s fun to try something new that often become a tradition! This first recipe has become a recent favorite with some of my
family members as well as at the cafe’ at Linglestown
Christian School. When they put out a plateful it disappears fast!

Military: All those serving home and abroad and their families
Other: Kwellu-Buma Churches in Sierra Leone, Bria Griffin and
her campus ministry
Alex Adams
Todd Sherwin

Mallory Anspach
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Hurricane Victims

Family of Phil Huepenbecker

Residents of nursing homes

Family of Ken Gingrich

********************
Sun., Nov. 19 Events
Harvest Home Service
UMW will lead both worship services that day.
Jo Kuhns will share about the prison ministry at Muncy
Women’s Prison. This is a huge concern as more women
are in prison and families are being divided.

Community Outreach event

½ cup sugar
12oz (2 cups) chocolate chips
½ cup chopped pecans
Preheat oven to 350⁰. Line a jelly roll pan with foil and
cover bottom with saltine crackers, salt side up.
Melt butter and sugar in saucepan, bring to a full boil.
Pour over saltines and bake 10 minutes.
Remove pan from oven and sprinkle with chocolate
chips. As they melt, spread chocolate smoothly over
crackers. Sprinkle with chopped pecans and refrigerate until cool. Break into pieces. Keep refrigerated in
an airtight container.
My entire family just loves to eat chocolate chip cookie
dough (and no one has gotten salmonella!) so when I
came across this recipe I just knew it was going to be
a winner at my house! I was right!
No Bake Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough Bars
½ cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, room temperature
¾ cup light brown sugar

“Faith and Forgiveness- Nickle
Mines" - 2-4 PM at St. John's

¼ teaspoon salt

" When all other lights go out, He still shines !"
Marie Monville tells how her, then husband's actions at an
Amish school house, changed her and her family's lives.
Please invite family and friends, TEENAGERS AND OLDER.
There will be time for questions. Admission free. A free will
offering will be collected.

2 12-Oz. bags chocolate chips
Cream the butter, sugar and salt together….mix in the
vanilla.
Beat in the milk and flour alternately, mixing after
each addition.

UMM & UMW Meetings
UMM Meeting - The United Methodist Men meet the
third Saturday of every month for breakfast at 7 AM in the
church social . A Bible study is held prior to breakfast at
6:30 AM. Come on out and have a great time of Christian
fellowship.
UMW Meeting - All are welcome to attend the next

2 cups all purpose flour
1 (14 oz.) can sweetened condensed milk

Mix in 1 bag of the chocolate chips
Spray an 8X8 in pan with cooking spray and turn the
dough into the pan, patting it down evenly.
Chill for 4 hours (texture will be similar to fudge)
Melt the 2nd bag of chocolate chips and pour over the
dough, spreading evenly. return to refrigerator until
chocolate is firm. Cut into squares and serve.
Lorna Jewby

Concert for a Cause -

FREE Live Nativity
with Live Animals

THE GRANTVILLE FOOD BANK

Sunday, December 3
2 pm
St. John’s United Methodist Church
A concert presented by many local, talented
musicians to benefit the Grantville Food Bank.
A donation of a non-perishable food item will

be thankfully received.
If you prefer to make a monetary donation

Fabe’s Corner at Rt. 743 & Rt. 22
Friday - Sunday, December 15, 16, 17 and
Saturday - Sunday, December 22-23
Runs continuously every 15 minutes from
7 - 8:30 PM
FREE cookies & hot Chocolate

the Food Bank can, through the power of
bulk buying, make your generous contribution
go further.

***************************

Christmas Eve Services
St. John’s United Methodist Church
ALL ARE WELCOME
6 PM - Family Service with Candle Light

Welcome to St. John’s Church Family
Warm welcome to Mike Forshey, Steven May and Charles Shultz, respectively, to St. John’s church family. Check
in upcoming newsletters for interesting facts about our newest members.

