nited Methodist Church
Our Mission: That all may know Jesus and grow in God

March/April 2017

Pastor's Notes
I like to eat! Really I do enjoy my meals and especially my desserts. But the Bible reminds us that "Man does
not live by bread alone." There are more important things than even food! Yes it is true there are more important things
than food. The most important is a healthy relationship with Jesus Christ.
There is a way, the church has practiced for thousands of years, to both remind ourselves that "Man does not
live by bread alone" and at the same time can bring us closer to God. It is through the spiritual discipline of fasting.
Fasting had its origin in ancient times when people were facing great difficulties. When worried about nation or
loved ones, people would often not feel like eating and would at the same time beseech God on behalf of nation or
loved one. This evolved into the process of fasting as a means of asking for God's deliverance as well as simply growing
closer to God.
Fasting has fallen out of practice in our day and age, and perhaps one reason is because it is just so hard to
give up our meals. But I am going to ask you to do just that. During Lent this year 1 am asking you to pick one day each
week to fast by skipping one meal. John Wesley traditionally chose Fridays to fast but you can pick any day. Lunch is
also a typical meal to fast but you may choose any meal. However, if you have a medical condition and are unable to
fast from eating, choose something else to fast. It may be TV for a certain period or internet or social media.
As we fast, it is always good to spend the time you would have used preparing a meal or eating to spend this
time with God, and I would ask you spend it praying especially for the church. Also, since you are saving at least a little
bit of money, take the money you saved from not eating and contribute to the cause listed on "A Growing Spirit for
2017", for that week, or to a cause of your choice. We will have a basket in the back of the church to collect your donations.
You may have already decided to give something up for Lent this year, but I encourage you to join with me in the
ancient practice of fasting. It will keep us more focused on God throughout this important time of the year.
God Bless You,
Pastor Dennis

Lenten Season
The Lenten Season will begin Ash Wednesday, March 1 . A meal and service will be held at St. John's. The
meal will be served at 6:30 PM followed by worship service at 7:30 PM. If you are attending the meal, please
sign the church pew pads and indicate the number of people attending behind your name and circle.
The Community Lenten meals and services will also be held at 6:30 and 7:30 PM respectively. The
locations are as follows:
March 8
Shell's Lutheran Church
March 15
St John's UMC
March 22
Faith UCC
March 29
Shell's Lutheran Church
April 5
Faith UCC
Holy Week services will be held at St. John's. Please check times in the weekly bulletin. Easter Sunrise Service wiH
be held at Hollywood Casino.

UMW News

The Answer is Prayer
by Gerald R. Hill
When all seems lost in life's struggles.
And you feel like you're going nowhere;
just remember, The Lord is here with you,
if you will call on Him, sincerely, in prayer.
He will never ask you to do something
that will bring harm to you, or anyone;
but He will ask you for a commitment
to be the best that you know can be done.
Not everything in life can come easy,
life's experiences do not happen that way;
but the challenges you face can be easier,
"if you will simply bow down and pray.
For guidance from One who truly loves you
and wants you to know He does care;
If you will humble yourself before Him,
Graciously, He will answer your prayer.
The answer you get may not suit you,
it may seem a bit harsh and cruel;
but, The Lord knows what is best for you.
He makes judgment by the Golden Rule.
That rule which He goes by is simple,
do unto others as you'd want them to do,
if you treat those around you with kindness,
that kindness will come back to you.
And by doing, you will find the answers
to the questions that lie heavy on your mind;
when you show love and respect for another,
you will discover it will return, in kind.
Seek ways to resolve misunderstandings,
ask for guidance, through turmoil and strife;
Then surely, you will find the answers
to the struggles that confront you in life.

The United Methodist Women will meet Sat, March 4 in
the church social hall at 9 AM. At 10:30 AM, Jo Kuhns will tell
about her prison ministry at Muncy prison for Women. The congregation is invited to attend.
Up Coming Events : UMW on the road, Friday, March 3 1 .
Meet at Camp Hill UMC at 8:45 AM, bus leaves at 9 AM and
returns at 1 PM. Will visit New Hope Ministries, Family Promise
and Cure International. Lunch TBA. Nancy Allen will be attending. Please contact Nancy if you would like to attend. All women
are invited.
Harrisburg District Spiritual Day, Sunday, April 23, 2 PM at
Stoverdale UMC. Theme: We care for God's creation. Contact
Nancy if you wish to go. All women are invited.
Save the Date: Saturday, May 6 at 6 PM. Women's
Banquet is at Derry Presbyterian again this year. Entertainment
is the Piercing Word, a group that acts out the scriptures.
All women are invited.

UMM News
The United Methodist Men meet the third Saturday of
the month. A Bible study begins promptly at 6:30 AM in the
choir room down stairs and is lead by Pastor Dennis. Immediately following is the breakfast meeting at 7 AM. All men are
welcome to join in the Christian fellowship.
Soup & Sub Sale - Orders will be taken by the UMM for
soup and subs until March 12- The delivery dates: March 18 &
19- Please place your order sheets in the box in the north narthex or give them to Randy Weaver or Steve May. Proceeds will
be used for projects that the men's group sponsor.

Attention Knitters and Wanna Be Knitters
Knitting for Ewe meets every Thursday at 6:30 PM at the
church. If you knit or would like to learn to knit coe out and join
us for a great time as we use our hands and hearts to do God's
work. Questions? Please call Donna Buse.

Lent Boxes for 2017 in the north narthex
When we pause to reflect on what God has lovingly
done for us, we realize that Lent is a time to be grateful. Sometimes gratitude is not something that we think about during
Lent. So this year we are doing a daily Lenten Devotional with
scripture, song, random acts of kindness, and money donations. We hope that you will use this to stimulate thought and
conversation regarding our many blessings and to consider contributing to those less fortunate than us. The Congregational
Care and Outreach Committee has decided that contributions
will be given to The Grantville Ministerium Food Pantry.

Feast In Praise

Janet Bates
Kira Ann Beaver
Jennifer Goldeck
Ava Kawich SFamily
Renae Kline
Charlotte Noll
Steve Powell
Luke Spaseff
Cody Spitler
Ellis Suit
Sarah Wascura

Rose Bazarbashian
Vickie Gesford
A.B. Heatwole
Mike Kenney
Bill & Nettie Lux
Jean Oyster
Lisha Robertson
Albert Shirk
Jan Stoner
Donna Tardy
Barbara Wolf

Faye Blanshine
Page Gourley
Mary Horestsky
Rochelle Kleinfelter
Sam Mohler
Easton Pevarnik
Zack DeSantis
Mary Smith
Gene & Linda Stum
Weez Walmer
Craig Yingst

Military: Those serving home and abroad and their families
Other: Our c h u r c h , as we reach out to children & y o u t h ,
Our Nation, Our brothers and sisters in Christ in Grantville and
around the world, Victims of shootings &our police everywhere
who protect us
Alex Adams
Nick Heimbach
Mallory Anspach
Family of Marian Walmer
Family of Mary Brubaker
Family of Jon Leader
Family of Vernon Miller

Marti Miller

Family of Elaine Gonela

Family of Ruth Gruber

Join St John's Prayer Chain
I believe in the power of prayer. When requests are made
Monday through Saturday, the information is sent as soon as possible, otherwise it doesn't get out until Sunday. The more prayers that
go up to God, the more power is at work here on earth. You can join
through your email or telephone calls which are done by me, Nancy
Shaffer. You may contact me via email, happynancy@comcast.net
or call 717-469-7167. Please join our prayer chain.

When my daughter Tami got married we had
a Bridal shower for her and for favors we put
together a recipe booklet with a small wire
whisk attached. On the front it says "It is
sometimes customary to give recipes to the
"bride to be" at her shower....but since Tami
is such a good cook we decided to turn the
tables and "steal" some of her recipes as a
gift to you!"
She's still a good cook and I still use her recipes! Here are two!
Tami's Chicken Barbeque
1 cup ketchup
V2 cup maple syrup
2 tbsp. mustard
2 tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
2 tsps. Lemon juice
V2 tsp. chili powder
% tsp. garlic powder
2 whole chicken breasts (cut each in half to
cook)
Place all ingredients in crock pot, mix, and
cook on low 7 - 8 hours. Shred meat and
return to sauce. Serve on buns or over hot
rice.
Crockpot Chicken Chili
1 can diced tomatoes (with Juice)
2 cans Great Northern beans
2 tsp. chicken bullion
V2 tsp. garlic powder
V2 tsp. group cumin
1 4 o z . can chopped chilies

You Can Make A Difference

1 pkg Southwest cooked chicken (2 cups) or
cooked chicken with I t s p . chili powder

During the months of March and April we will be collecting
the following: for the Grantville Area Food Pantry:
March—toothpaste and toothbrushes

Combine all ingredients in crockpot. Cover
and cook on low for 5 - 7 hours.

April—4 lb. bags of sugar
Lorna Jewby

St. John's Financial Report - December 2016
The chart below is a condensed version of the Financial Report for Decennber 2016. A complete report of the
most recent financial statement is always posted in the south narthex. If you are ever interested in seeing a copy
of any month's report please let Pastor Dennis or myself know. The church finished the year on a solid financial
footing. At the beginning of the year there were some concerns for the upcoming year but through some higher
payments from the trust and a higher level of giving the church finished the year with a surplus. Specifically, the
response for mission giving was unprecedented and the missions fund is very healthy heading into 2017.
Thanks to your faithfulness the church was able to touch lives worldwide by meeting our conference apportionments as well as touching lives locally through the many programs run by our members. There are some needed
upgrades to the facility the Trustees are working on diligently. The many behind the scenes contributions by our
Trustees and other members who donate their time and talents to the church in many different ways has always
been something that in my mind has marked St. John's as a loving fellowship of believers. As always be in prayer
for our church's spiritual as well as financial health and for Pastor Dennis and his family and the church itself in
your daily devotions. Thank you for all you do.
George Kline, Finance Chair
GIVING
ACCOUNT NAME

ENVELOPES
LOOSE PLATE
CHURCH SCHOOL
MISSIONARY
SUBTOTAL
TRUST FUND
IhfTEREST CHECKING
INfTERESTS, G/L INVESTMENTS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL R E C E I P T S
DISBURSEMENTS
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/SS
CONGREGATIONAL CARE/OUTREACH
WORSHIP
MISSIONS
PASTOR-PARISH
TRUSTEES
FINANCE
OFFICE ADMINISTRATION
STEPHEN MINISTRIES
SOCIAL JUSTICE
TOTAL D I S B U R S E M E N T S
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)

Targets
December 2016

Decerrtser
Actuals

12,369.00
3.246.00
154.00
381.00
16,150.00
345.00
3.00
94.00
61.00
16,653.00

16,193.00
3,930.07
120.32
975.00
21,218.39
218.80
2.01
507.95

304.00
431.00
131.00
911.00
7,686.00
2,746.00
3.881.00
524.00
4.00
35.00
16,653.00

40,78
275.73

21,947.15

5,698.90
8,724.43
2,330.66
4,001.33
1,025.92

-

22,097.75

Targets
YTD2016'

Year-to-date
2016

Prior YTD

160,800.00
42,200.00
2,000.00
5,000.00
210,000.00
4,425.00
3.00
1,246.00
604.00
216,278.00

173,602.82
35,488.70
2,148.62
9,915.00
221,155.14
19,428.54
7.61
1,110.22
1,430.00
243,131.51

160,390.00
44,825.37
2,212.37
3,135.00
210.562.74
2,275.90
3.76
1,350.02
740.00
214,932.42

4,000.00
5,600.00
1,667.00
11,829.00
99,905.00
35,700.00
50,452.00
6,775.00
100.00
250.00
216,278.00

3,257.71
5,279.77
1,015.75
13,943.10
97,646.12
30,929.31
49,243.85
9,375.43
20.00

3,410.39
6,047.71
1,028.16
16,911.91
96,854.15
35,123.87
48,999.66
7,384.77
60.00

(150.60)

-

-

210,711.04

214,820.82

32,420.47

111.80

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY SCHEDULE
For those of you who have already taken this class (either here at St. John's or somewhere else), you are more than welcome
to attend any or all of this sessions' classes. You don't have to sign up - just show up and bring your materials from the last
class. It never hurts to get a refresher on some of this awesome Information!!
Date

Topic

\, M a t c h 6,2017

C a s h Flow Planning

i Monday, M a r c h 13,2017

D u m p i n g Debt

: Monday, M a r c h 20, 2017

Buyer Beware

' Monday, M a r c h 27, 2017

T h e Role of Insurance

, Monday, April 3, 2017

Retirement and College Planning

Monday, April 10,2017

Real Estate and Mortgages

Monday, April 17,2017
1

J

T h e Great Misunderstanding

